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TBI Repoft lnspires'Eureka!'
ln Austnlian Psychologist

Thc crudite ROA Special Report on
"The Tirre Tiauma ofTBI" authored by

Eric Minton, with superlative anicles

from Elizabeth H. Manningand Brian

P. Smith (THr Orrrcz& Novem-
ber 2008), offer uniguc elplanations
cvolvcd from rhe hisory of applicd
combative ncuropsychology. Bcnefits

to paticnts, thcir troubled families,

communiry at largc, and doctors and

spccialists are incstimable. As a clinical
psychologist, I'vc been treating veterans

sincc 1975 and workingwirh MVA

[motor vchiclc accident] patients. So,

the lamcnably longawaircd "casy to
rcadpublicationo on diffuse axonal in-
jury (Del) hnds like somcthing from
Arca 51.

Eurcka! On Ausualia Day while
parrying-witlout snobs but
including enginccrs, racc horse owners,

psychologists, clcrgy, and cven a

Churchill fcllow and formcr federal

commissioner on education-we
toastcd t{rc authors, and will again on

ANZAC Day, "lestwe forget." This
rcpon lands as a timely blcssing for
evcryone, including politicians.

Highlighting his scrvice before self
as an advocatc for corrcctive ffcatmcnt
is BG Pan Maneyt courageous

stemina in DAI rehabiliration post-
Afghanistan 2005, rerurning to serve

as a judgc for Florida's Okaloosa
CounryCourc. Humbly, I reflected

on conccnffation problems whilc
wridng four pccr-reviewcd articles in

1998, during terminally diagnoscd,

biopsy-proven esophagcal cancer and
relendcss pain. One of those forensic

psychology articles stated: "In a reccnc

TBI personal injuries case, three

neuropsychologisa, psychiatrists, and
neurologists gave cvidcnce. Under
cross-cxamination, an astute attorney
asked expcra wherher it was necessary

thc victim lost consciousness to sustain

moderate or gross brain damage. Hc
noted the mo$ common form of
brain damage was cerebral concussion,

but patiena with this disorder need

not losc consciousncss and typically
have amnesia for a fcw scconds to
scveral minutes. Neuropsychological
assessment serycs numerous specialties

and is not nccessarily solely rcliant on
EEG, CT scans, and MRI evaluation
for thc wholc patient picrure. A
heakhy mutual independencc is

presendy cvolving amongst professional

specialties" (Thc Forcnsic Examiner,
Sept./Oct. 1998). Eureka! Tsn Orrr-
cnns special repon writes history.

Congratuladons from an Aussie

rcsearch scientist, formerly trained
by Dr. Russell N. Cassel (USAFR),
expressed with gratitude from
psychologists internationally. Theating

shell shock whilc serving in World War
II, Liberia, and Victnam, Dr. Cassel

and his colleaguc psychologists saw

brain damage nightmares in rcality,
ironically commonplace on today's

highways, as even the United Nations
would agrec at confcrcnce banqucts.
Drcarns of scientific miracles, however,
remain satisticdly probable through a

legacy of servicc, as in God we uust.
R.H. Brian Costello, Ph.D

Founder, Dircctor, and Publisha
Cassel Research Cenn

National Facuby U. S. Sports Academl

Spo*s Mcdicine Pryc h o log
Chairman, Intenational Council t

Intcgratiue Medicin
Pcarced.ah, Australi


